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s an extension of my landshaping work in Iowa, I currently
serve on a committee formed not long ago by the Johnson

County Heritage Trust.  Our mission is simple but immense:  to
preserve as much of the natural environment as possible. 

The committee was formed in response to development of a
new subdivision in a high-quality oak/hickory forest in which rel-
atively few invasive species had gained footholds.  Our immediate
task was to compile a list of acceptable plants for this community
as well as a list for the whole county.

Of course, this story is much larger than my home county:
Throughout the United States, builders are developing more and
more communities in native regions or on land abutting wilder-
ness areas.  In many cases, happily, landscape architects and de-
signers have been given the opportunity to create environmental-
ly responsible designs for these sites. 

For me, one of the most important points to consider in this larg-
er, overall effort is plant selection.

The native landscape has been a great interest of mine ever since
I read John Madson’s Where the Sky Began (Sierra Books, 1985), which
beautifully depicts the pioneers’ crossing of the Mississippi into the
Plains states.  It sensitized me to issues of local conservation, and I’ve
wrestled with its potent implications on a regular basis ever since.  

Which plants should never be used?  Are there locations where
some plants are acceptable and others where the same plants are
not?  Should I have a list for acreages and another for town-center
lots?  Are non-invasive exotics acceptable?  Should I avoid culti-
vars or varieties?  I’m sure most of you have grappled with these
same issues often enough to know that solutions vary for every state,
community, property and design. 

Indeed, meeting new clients and visiting different sites every
week means a different set of criteria for design and plant selec-
tion.  And the fact is that I sometimes don’t have time for detailed,
personal research and need to rely in part on information from
colleagues or other specialists in the field.  

My most immediate need is often for knowledge about which
plants are invasive and which are not, whether native or non-
native.  And then I need to know which of the acceptable plants
are available – and if they’re not, figure out a way to make grow-
ers aware of the value of and need for these plants.  

The Internet is proving an invaluable resource in this arena, and
the sidebar carries a list of some of the best web sites I’ve found
from around the country.  If you don’t see a web site that per-
tains to your locality, try searching with the headings “native plants”
and “invasive plants” along with your state’s name:  It’s certain to
yield a lengthy list of resources. LS

A on the web
http://plants.usda.govhas lists of invasive and noxious weeds

in the United States and by state.  There is also a link to help
you choose plants for conservation purposes.  

www.dnr.state.mn.us/invasives is a site that lists invasive
species in Minnesota along with additional links.  

www.prrcd.org/inl/index.htm has lists of recommended
prairie plants and invasive plants in Iowa.

www.ecostudies.org/search.html from the Institute of
Ecosystems has a search function that will take you to arti-
cles describing the use of native plants.  

www.wildflower.org/?nd=articles from the Lady Bird Johnson
Wildflower Center has information on native plants in Texas and
elsewhere across the country.

www.mortonarb.org/plantinfo/plantclinic/planttrees/plant-
clinic_planttrees.htm from the Morton Arboretum has many
plant lists, including one for native shrubs of the Midwest use-
ful in home landscapes.  

www.invasiveplants.net offers information from the Ecology
and Management of Invasive Plants Program.

www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov is the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s website. 

www.nps.gov/plants/index/htm from the Plant Conservation
Alliance offers many resources about native plants, suppli-
ers and weeds.  

http://plants.ifas.ufl.edu has information on Florida plants.  
http://www.cal-ipc.org/landscaping/index.php from the

California Invasive Plant Council has a page on responsible
landscaping.  

http://www.ohiodnr.com/dnap/invasive/ is from the Ohio
Department of Natural Resources. 

www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/rdsduse/rd_use19.htm
offers a list of non-invasive plants compiled by the U.S.
Department of Transportation.  

http://tncweeds.ucdavis.edu/products/wma/li-nursery.pdf
is an excellent article entitled, “What Every Horticulture
Professional Needs to Know about Invasive Plants.”

http://invasivespeciescoalition.org/GardenPlants/Garden%2
0Wise is a publication from Washington State.

www.iisgcp.org/products/iisg0122.pdf is an article about
invasive aquatic plants in Florida.

http://aznps.org/html/membership.html is from the Arizona
Native Plant Society.

— J.N.
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